Mission Tnp!

Information




AND JESUS CAME UP AND SPOKE TO THEM, SAYING,

"ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH.
(GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS,
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER

AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT,

PAGE 2



TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THAT | COMMANDED YOU:
AND LO, | AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE."
MATTHEW 28:18-20
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Welcome !

Dear Amazon Outreach Trip Member,

WELCOME ABOARDI!!! We are overjoyed that you have stepped out in faith on this
journey with Christ to participate in The

along the Amazon River Basin in Brazil. You are participating in a high calling as you
serve the people along the river, and God is going to transform you even more into His
likeness through this experience as you literally become HIS Hands and HIS Feet for HIS

People.

This Information Booklet is your one-stop answer to virtually EVERYTHING you need
to know now about the trip and your preparation for it. We have an entire section
devoted to Frequently Asked Questions, another section on Health and Safety Information,
and another one all about Raising Support. So please take time TODAY to read through
this ENTIRE booklet. This is VERY IMP ~ ORTAN T so that you will jump off to the best
possible start in preparing for The Amazon. If you have not applied for a passport yet or
do not have one, you need to go to your city passport office and get that process
started immediately.

Very soon, you will be contacted by your trip leader. This person will be your primary contact
person for any questions you may have about your specific trip. Also, you will begin to
receive emails periodically about the trip and your preparation for it. Please make sure to
open them, read them thoroughly, and print them out and keep them for reference. Many
times there are time sensitive items in the emails that you will need to act on quickly. You will
also be provided with the dates and times of trip meetings for the trip. Please understand

that you can not go into this experience unprepared. Your attendance at ALL of
these meetings Is extremely important for planning purposes and reflects

your commitment to the trip and to rest of your team. If you commit to g 0
on the trip, you are committing to attend ALL trip meetings that are
scheduled.

Thank you for joining us in this exciting work that God is doing along The Mighty Amazon
River!!l Your life will never be the same and neither will the lives of the countless
people who receive Eternal LIFE in Jesus because of your faithfulness in responding

Gr eal

to HIS calling upon your life. We canot wai t to see all t he wa

through your life as you go in HIS NAME to the people along The Amazon River.

Joyfully serving alongside you,
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Jed Thompson
Executive Director, Amazon Outreach

Stretching over 4,000 miles, the Amazon River Basin
is an expansive, yet isolated region. The Amazon
River is the second longest river in the world (recent
National Geographic studies indicate it is the longest
river, followed by the Nile River). The Amazon runs
through the South American countries of Peru,
Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, and Brazil
and accounts for 20% of the fresh water that drains
into the w o r |odeéns.

There are an estimated 33.000 villages on the banks

of the Amazon River with no Gospel presence. Indigenous people who have been neglected
by civilization inhabit The Amazon. The river is the only highway, and the boat is the only
transportation. The State of Amazonas is not serviced by roads, only by rivers. This is also
where over 1,000 tributaries come together to form the Amazon River. And it is in these rivers
where our mission trips take place. Not only in the Amazon but the Solimoes, Negro, Cuieiras
and Madeira rivers just to name a few.

With an annual per capita income of just over $200, poverty and hardships grip the villagers
which populate this undeveloped tropical rainforest. 39 out of every 1,000 infants will die
before they learn to walk. 25% never learn to read. The problems are further exacerbated by
floods, malaria, and a closeness to neighboring drug trafficking countries. Often, alcoholism is
prevalent in every village. For children under 5, water related diseases are the leading
causes of death.

Many of the villages we visit make you feel like you have
stepped back in time a few hundred years. These villages are
usually located off the main river on a tributary or a beautiful
lake. The homes are generally built with adobe like bricks or
with wood, bamboo and leaves. They are very small homes
housing large families. Everyone sleeps on a hammock and it
is not unusual to have twelve people living in one house. No
matter what size the village is there is usually a Catholic
Church, a school and a soccer field. The people along the
Amazon are quite humble and reserved. After they get over
their shyness, they are very hospitable and always greet you with a smile. The men usually hunt
or fish in the morning while the women grind manioc (their main staple food) and take care of the
children. Some villages have common fields they harvest together and share the profits. People
travel in flat bottom canoes from place to place. There are no bikes or cars in the smaller villages,
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but you will find an occasional one in the larger villages. The pace of life is slow and simple,
and there are many opportunities to get to know these sweet and generous people.

'OUR HISTORY & MISSION STATEMENT

A higher standard.
A higher furfrose.

The history of Amazon Outreach began with a group of individuals who developed a
passion for the Amazon River Basin resulting from their involvement on a short term
mission trip. They began their own organization in 1999 and raised support for a
mission boat as well. The newly established Amazon Outreach staff, board and team
members prayed heartily for a mission boat and a church on the Amazon in which they
could establish as a partner. God provided for these two requests after several months
of committed prayer and they thought they had all they could ask for. They were ready
to go and serve! However, God, as usual, had so much more planned for them than
they could ever hope for or imagine. The first surprise was the number of people God
has brought to this ministry who have made a difference in their world and ours. There
were men that raised money for a second boat, a man that almost single-handedly
began a water well ministry for the people of the Amazon, another man orchestrated a
huge crusade in a large city on the Amazon, others have created our website,
organized our warehouse, and wrote our training handbooks, to name just a few. But
one of the biggest surprises God has given us is the way the teams have evolved and
how this short term mission experience has changed their lives. The early teams were
comprised of only adults and now we rarely take a team without families and youth on
board. Families find that a mission trip is far more bonding, rewarding, and memorable
in comparison to the family vacation they could have chosen. We have watched as
young people grow closer to God, begin reaching the lost in their schools and
communities, and learn how to lead a mission trip of their own. Adults as well as youth
come back on fire for the Lord and recommi:t
testimoniesofyoungpeopl e fisol d outo for God and Hi s
return, pastors telling us how their congregation has changed after people experienced
God on the mission field, and individuals entering seminary and devoting their lives to
full time ministry. Lives on the river are won for eternity but lives on the boat come back
with a much deeper and richer relationship with their Lord.

AMAZON OUTREACH is a non-denominational, non-profit mission organization formed to
unite North and South Americans in spreading the Gospel message of Jesus Christ to the
Amazon Basin in Brazil. It is our belief that by first ministering to the physical and other
needs of the people, a natural bridge is created which allows us to meet and fulfill their
spiritual needs. Our goal is to see people healed physically and spiritually, while at the

same time strengthening and planting new churches along the Amazon River. The desired
result is that not only South Americans are touched and changed by this ministry, but that
North Americans will come back with a new sense of urgency, desire, and passion for the
Great Commission which will overflow into daily life here at home, and have a lasting impact
on both sides of the equator.




.
1.2

b
e

AWHOEVER WISHES TO BECOME GREAT AMONG YOU
SHALL BE YOUR SERVANT;
AND WHOEVER WISHES TO BE FIRST AMONG YOU
SHALL BE SLAVE OF ALL.

FOR EVEN THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED,
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BUT TO SERVE,

AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY."
MARK 10:43-45
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Frequently Asked Questions

RJEA

Frequently
Asked
Questions

General Miss ion Trip Information

Instructions for signing up for a trip are located at the back of this handbook.

2. Is this trip for me?

One of the first questions that everyone asks when
considering a missi on trip is, Tha S
hardest part of the entire mission adventure can be
taking that first step and making the decision to go!
Inevitably doubts will arise, and possible reasons for
not going will appear. Common concerns can include
vacation time conflicts, uncertainties about leaving
family members behind, not being able to teach or
having done ministry before, not knowing what to
expect or how you can be used on the trip, not having
ever traveled outside of the country, not having
financial support and much more! Take heart! These
are all normal and very valid concerns. Just remember, that what seems impossible with man

is possiblewithGod! | f you are meant to take part in this |

This section is filled with the answers to virtually
every question you may have about Amazon Outreach
and this mission trip. Please take the time to

carefully read each question and its answer as it will
greatly help you in preparing for the trip.

Scho

use you to begin a new ministry!
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4. How do | receive information about the mission trip once | sign

In addition to this booklet, you will be receiving a list of trip meetings (dates & times) from your trip
leader. At these meetings, you will receive specific information regarding your specific trip.
Please remember that your attendance at ALL of these meetings is extremely important for
planning purposes and reflects your commitment to the trip and to the rest of your team.
Also, you will begin to receive NUMEROUS emails with information and updates. It is important to
check your email often and reply back or take any action promptly that is requested in the email.
Finally, please feel free to contact your trip leader at any time with any other questions you may
have.

General Mission Trip Information

5. Who is going from the U.S. and who will we be working with in Brazil?

There will be a wide assortment of Americans who will be participating in this mission trip including
youth, college students, single adults, married couples, parents and grandparents. You may be
on a trip with members of your church only or it may include people from other area churches,
other denominations, or even from other states. Each trip will also have Brazilian brothers and
sisters in Christ who we will serve alongside. Amazon Outreach has partnered with churches on
the Amazon River that are currently involved in evangelizing the people living in the Amazon River
Basin. The pastors and missionaries proceed us, make follow-up visits after us, and have a good
knowledge of the people and the culture. The Brazilian churches we partner with graciously
provide translators from their congregations that we will travel with.

6. Can children go on the trip? Is there an age minimum to go on the trip?
Youth are encouraged to participate in the trip; however, they must be at least 12 years of age to
go. Please note: Exceptions to the age requirement are possible. It is solely at the discretion of
the trip leader whether or not a child, below or above the age of 12, will be allowed to go on the
trip. Parents and children will be asked to meet with the trip leader on an individual (family) basis

indetermi ni ng each chil doés mlltytortdletate thé ghysied , t heir
and emoti onal aspects of the trip and to ensure t
THEIR responsibility for their child throughout the duration of the trip in the

event the child be allowed to participate.

7. Is a minor child (under the age of 18) allowed to come without a parent?

Not unless the parents of the child give full and written consent and also if a willing adult is
identified to be their chaperone and be fully responsible for the minor.
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8. How can a child participa te in the trip?
Each trip member, including youth, will have real-life
opportunities to be used by our Living God to
change the eternal destinies of the people they will
meet . And, theyol |l hav g
their lives to Jesus Christ more completely than ever
before. Therefore, their participation in all

aspects of the trip , from raising prayer and
financial support, collecting supplies, attending all
meetings and general preparation for the trip is
cruci al to the eff ecit thercf
lives as well as the lives of the people they will be
ministering to.

General Mission Trip Information

On the plane to Brazil, you should wear long or crop pants, Bermuda shorts (long shorts) or a
dress. During the trip, while on the boat and while ministering in the villages, Ladies & Girls
should wear comfortable shorts and t-shirts during the day. For the evening services, dresses or
a skirt & blouse. Low cut, tank tops, tight fitting tops or tops with spaghetti straps are not
appropriate. Tops or t-shirts must cover the entire midriff area. Shorts must be mid-thigh
length or longer for ladies and girls. Shorts shorter than mid-thigh are prohibited. Bathing
suits are required to be worn when showering on the back shower porch. Bathing suits must be
one piece. Men & Boys should wear comfortable shorts and t-shirts during the day; Long
pants or Bermuda shorts for the evening services. A shirt must be worn at all times. All

clothing sh  ould be appropriate for a Christian mission trip.

10. How many clothes should | take fora 10 -day trip?
You will take three (3) changes of clothing plus an outfit for the evening services.

11. How can | get by on three changes of clothes for a 10
The laundry will be done daily so there is no need to bring more than a three-day supply of
changes. Dond6t take anything you would mind | o

12. Isthere a personal packing list available with everything  willneed ?
Yes. There is a personal packing list located at the end of this section.

PAGE 11



Sy
YE:

13.  What do | pack in?
You will pack all of your personal belongings in one carry-on bag. In addition you are allowed
to carry a small backpack or purse. Two suitcases are also permitted per person; however,
these will be used to carry supplies needed for the trip.

14.  What about medicines | am currently taking?
If you are on any kind of medication, please take it with you. If refrigeration for such
medication is needed, such as insulin, be sure to let your trip leader know. Please advise the
trip physician prior to your departure of any special medical needs. We also recommend you
bring a small emergency medication kit for yourself. This kit may contain anti-diarrhea
medicine, Pepto-Bismol, Tylenol, Dramamine, allergy medicine, etc. To avoid problems when
passing through customs, keep medicines in their original, labeled containers.

15.  Should I bring and/or wear jewelry on the trip :
Jewelry, with the exception of watches, wedding rings, and small earrings need to be left at
home. We dondt want to stereotype the i mage of

General Mission Trip Informatio n

The environment of this mission trip allows you and your fellow trip members the opportunity to
detach from any distractions from home and be totally focused on God and His plans for the
trip. It also may provide the opportunity for God to do some faith-building in you/your family
members. THEREFORE, CELL PHONE USE IS STRONGLY DISCOURAGED WHILE ON
THE TRIP AND IS NOT PERMITTED AT ALL WHILE ON THE BOAT.

17.  What type of supplies will | be collecting for the trip ?

Every trip member is asked to collect supplies/donations that are needed for the trip. At

each village we ministerto,we wi I I gi ve out #Afamily packso to e
pack includes items (supplies) like toiletries, clothes, multiple pairs of flip flops, dish towels, etc.

There is a list of needed supplies located at the end of this section.

18.  Where do the supplies come from ?

Everyone going on the trip collects the supplies we will take with us . You
should start collecting supplies as soon as you know you are going on the trip. Each person
will need to collect enough supplies to FILL TWO large suitcases/duffle bags (i.e., a family of 4
people going on the trip will need to collect enough supplies to fill EIGHT suitcases). Your trip
leader will provide you with more information regarding supplies to collect and will suggest
different ways of collecting them.
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Frequently Asked Questions s

19. How do the supplies get to Brazil ?
Each person going on the trip will need 2 LARGE suitcases or duffle bags. Each person will need to
collect enough supplies to FILL both of their bags. You will bring your 2 packed suitcases/bags to
theai rport with you on the day your trip departs.
personal items T clothes, toiletries, etc. T will be packed in your carry-on bag.)

20. How can | prepare myself physically , spiritually, mentally forthe trip ?
Physically i Beginning 4-6 weeks before your trip, a brisk walk in the heat of the day is very
helpful to begin getting accustomed to the temperatures on the river. Drink lots of water
before, during and after the trip!

Spiritually 7 Pray, pray, pray!!! Get a prayer partner or a group to pray specifically for you.
Study your evangelism tools provided by your trip leader to be prepared to present the Gospel
message in a way that is comfortable to you. Pray daily for the many different aspects of the
trip. There is a prayer request list at the end of this section.

Mentally i The key words on any mission trip are FLEXIBILITY and PATIENCE! From the
moment the trip begins until you have returned home, plans and events seem to change with
every turn. If you know this ahead of time and are prepared for these changes, the trip can be
fun and exciting. God is in control of our plans, and we are always amazed at how creative He
is and how much we learn.

Food and Accommodations

1. Where will | be staying durin gthetrip ?
God has blessed Amazon Outreach with two beautiful Brazilian river
boats, the Linda Esperanca (Beautiful Hope) and the Amor e
Esperanca (Love & Hope). One of these boats will be your home
during the trip. Both boats are open-air boats (all decks open) and
have been beautifully designed with Brazilian wood.

2. Wheredowesleep ?

A hammock will be provided for you to sleep in. Most previous trip
members say that sleeping in these hammocks on the boat is the
most comfortable and restful sleep they have ever experienced. A
pillow and a blanket are also provided.

3. What do we eat and what is the food like ?

All meals are prepared by a Brazilian cooking crew who are part of the
boat crew. All meals are Brazilian in nature and flavor and are eaten on
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